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Introduction:

My role as Cornwall BDO began back in July last year, having taken over from Joe Trethewey. The very nature of the geography of our County has made it a challenging job, but after an initial couple of months of e-mailing contacts & introductory meetings, things have started to happen & I’ve now settled into a role that I am enjoying, meeting lots of interesting people along the way.

Listed below are some the things that have happened since I started the job.
Year 10 & 11 Schools League/Competition:

Working in partnership with the County’s 4 Competition Managers, this was the first project I set up. Throughout January & February, 4 Competitions have taken place in each of the SSP’s across the County. This led to a final in March between the 8 schools, with Truro School the eventual winners & Callington Community School the runners up. 21 schools took part overall with 126 competitors. 
Coach Education:
6th Nov –   Badminton Junior Helper Award, Polkyth LC

                   (12 Candidates, 1 Tutor)

18th Nov – Level 1 Assistant Coach Award at Polkyth LC

                   (12 candidates, 1 tutor)

Jan 6th 2 x Level 1 Assistant Coach Award, at Polkyth LC

(22 candidates, 2 Tutors)

Feb 13th – Level 1 Assistant Coach Award at Penwith College ( 10 Candidates, 8 passed)

The new UKCC Coaching awards are ready to be delivered. Cornwall has a UKCC Level 2 booked for July/Aug 07, & a UKCC Level 1 booked for January 08
Youth Games:
Badminton has been included in the Cornwall Youth Games for the 2nd year running. This competition, aimed at non-county/squad players, will be for years 8 & 9, in teams of 3 boys & 3 girls. The qualifying rounds have been taking place throughout April & May, which will lead to a County final on June 23rd at Truro School.

Primary Festivals:

I have run these Festivals for the following clusters of Primary schools across the County, in partnership with the Competition Managers & Schools Sports Coordinators. Both JSLA & CSLA Leaders have helped make these competitions run smoothly. Up to 60 children have taken part at each event:

SALTASH, CAMBORNE, POOL, REDRUTH, HELSTON, MULLION, PENZANCE, LISKEARD, CALLINGTON, TORPOINT, LOOE, CAMELFORD. 
I have also run Festivals for the Reduth & Camborne Brownies with the aim of increasing female participation in our sport.

Development Group

In October I set up a County Development Group. Our first group meeting took place on Oct 20th 06 at Polkyth LC. The group members are: Kath Wotton, Jenny Marchant, Sue Biscoe, Ros Bastian Penryn SSP, Andy Lyle, Val Fraser, Paul Martin (CYB), Martin Burley (SSCO), Jenny Worth(Launceston), Zoe Harris (Caradon LA SDO) .
A 12 month action plan was set up covering 4 main areas;

1. Schools & Further Education
2. County Sports Partnerships & Local Authority 

3. Club ( junior & senior)

4. Leagues, County Badminton Association, Coaching & Officials 

A copy of our plan is on our County Badminton Website. Our next meeting is planned for July 4th at the Cornwall Sports Partnership Office.

National Badminton Week  – The one minute challenge. October 16th – 22nd

A fantastic £128, the most for any County Nationwide, was raised by Cornish Clubs during this week, in aid of the NSPCC. A direct result of this effort is displayed in the National results that our juniors achieved, with 7 of them treated to a visit to the National Badminton Centre on 2nd April at Milton Keynes. 

Many thanks to St Just, First Edition (seniors & juniors), Truro (seniors & juniors),Liskeard & The County Club who all took part. 

New Affiliations
· All four Schools Sports Partnerships (Penryn, Callington, Penwith, Poltair) have now affiliated to BE for the first time.
· First Edition Junior Club has now affiliated.
· Cornwall Youth Badminton has also affiliated.
Silver Club Update:
A successful meeting to promote the benefits of attaining accreditation took place on 1st Feb at CSP, Threemilestone. From this meeting, the following clubs are now going for the Silverclub status: , 

FIRST EDITION (juniors), TRURO(seniors & juniors). 
TORPOINT are also going for it. 

Other News

· 2 of 4 Development Bags @ £329.99  have been delivered to me. The purchase of these wonderful resources has been funded in the following way:
1. BDO Budget

2. County Badminton Association from the Christine Parsons Legacy

3. Cornwall Sports Partnership

4. Profit from Courses & Coaching from BDO
Primary Schools across the County will be able to borrow the bags for 6 week periods, enabling them to deliver badminton within their school halls.

· A training session for Primary Link Teachers for the Helston Primaries took place in February, on ‘ How to Deliver Badminton in a Small Space.’ A further session is booked for the Torpoint area in June.

· The County’s 4 Competitions Managers have just agreed to support the delivery of badminton in schools competition during the 07/08 school year, right through from year 3  (age 7) to year 11 (age 16), for the first time!

Thanks

I would like to express my thanks to CYB, CCBA & my Development Committee for the fantastic support they have given to me since I began the job. Our County Chair person, Jenny Marchant has also been a great help, offering advise whenever asked, & attending many of the events that I have arranged. And finally, to John Edwards who is always there to answer the call when help is needed!
Kath Wotton 

Badminton Development Officer, Cornwall

kathwotton@badmintonengland.co.uk
07738 890043

